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Lesson	  Plan	  -‐	  Upon	  a	  Head	  of	  a	  Goat	  by	  Aranka	  Siegal	  
(Chapter	  –	  19,	  pages	  147-‐149)	  

	  
1.	  	  Preparing	  the	  Learners:	  
	  
Café	  Talk	  
Purpose:	  	  English	  Learners	  view	  visual	  texts	  and	  respond	  both	  in	  writing	  and	  orally.	  	  This	  
can	  be	  used	  to	  prepare	  the	  learners	  for	  what	  they	  are	  going	  to	  read	  or	  to	  review	  what	  they	  
read.	  	  
	  
Procedure:	  

� Select	  four	  pictures	  about	  the	  topic	  of	  the	  lesson	  
� Tape	  the	  pictures,	  facing	  out,	  on	  to	  a	  large	  piece	  of	  chart	  paper.	  
� In	  groups	  of	  four,	  ask	  students	  to	  write	  about	  the	  picture	  in	  front	  of	  them	  for	  one	  

minute.	  
� Turn	  the	  chart.	  	  Ask	  students	  to	  read	  what	  is	  there,	  respond	  and	  write	  more	  about	  

the	  new	  picture.	  	  
� Continue	  until	  students	  have	  responded	  to	  and	  written	  about	  each	  picture.	  	  
� Ask	  students	  to	  ask	  and	  answer	  questions	  about	  all	  the	  pictures	  using	  the	  question	  

words:	  who,	  what,	  when,	  where,	  why,	  how.	  
� Who	  is	  in	  the	  pictures?	  
� What	  are	  they	  doing?	  Why?	  
� Who	  is	  missing?	  Why?	  
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2.	  	  Reading	  the	  Selection	  
	  
Clarifying	  Bookmarks	  
Purpose:	  This	  strategy	  helps	  English	  Learners	  use	  reading	  strategies	  to	  slow	  their	  reading	  
and	  extend	  comprehension	  of	  a	  selection	  as	  they	  read	  the	  text.	  	  Students	  learn	  language	  for	  
academic	  talk	  with	  others	  about	  the	  text.	  	  English	  learners	  rehearse	  and	  learn	  the	  language	  
for	  future	  use	  when	  talking	  and	  thinking	  on	  their	  own.	  	  	  
	  
Procedure:	  

1. Introduce	  the	  bookmarks	  and	  clarify	  terms	  
2. Model	  the	  procedure	  with	  a	  student.	  
3. Have	  students	  form	  pairs.	  	  
4. Student	  A	  reads	  the	  first	  paragraph	  of	  the	  selection	  aloud	  to	  his/her	  partner.	  
5. Student	  A	  then	  states	  which	  strategy	  s/he	  is	  going	  to	  choose:	  ‘I	  am	  going	  to	  

summarize	  my	  understanding	  so	  far.’	  And	  then	  chooses	  one	  of	  the	  three	  stems	  
offered	  on	  in	  the	  right	  hand	  side	  of	  the	  chart:	  ‘The	  main	  points	  of	  this	  section	  are…’	  	  

6. Then	  Student	  B	  may	  add	  his	  or	  her	  ideas	  using	  the	  same	  or	  a	  different	  statement.	  
7. Next	  Student	  B	  reads	  the	  following	  paragraph	  of	  the	  selection	  aloud	  to	  Student	  A.	  	  

He	  or	  she	  states	  the	  same	  or	  another	  strategy	  to	  summarize	  that	  paragraph.	  	  Student	  
A	  responds.	  	  

8. Students	  continue	  reading	  and	  responding	  to	  each	  other	  until	  they	  have	  read	  the	  
entire	  selection.	  

	  
	  
	  

Clarifying	  Bookmark	  
	  
What	  I	  can	  do	   What	  I	  can	  say	  
I	  am	  going	  to	  think	  about	  what	  
the	  
selected	  text	  may	  mean.	  

I’m	  not	  sure	  what	  this	  is	  about,	  but	  I	  think	  it	  may	  mean…	  
This	  part	  is	  tricky,	  but	  I	  think	  it	  means…	  
After	  rereading	  this	  part,	  I	  think	  it	  may	  mean…	  

	   	  
I	  am	  going	  to	  summarize	  my	  
understanding	  so	  far.	  

What	  I	  understand	  about	  this	  reading	  so	  far	  is…	  
I	  can	  summarize	  this	  part	  by	  saying…	  
The	  main	  points	  of	  this	  section	  are…	  

	   	  
I	  am	  going	  to	  use	  my	  prior	  
knowledge	  to	  help	  me	  
understand.	  

I	  know	  something	  about	  this	  from…	  
I	  have	  read	  or	  heard	  about	  this	  when…	  
I	  don’t	  understand	  the	  section,	  but	  I	  do	  recognize…	  

	   	  
I	  am	  going	  to	  apply	  related	  
concepts	  and/or	  readings.	  

One	  reading/idea	  I	  have	  encountered	  before	  that	  relates	  
to	  this	  is..	  
We	  learned	  about	  this	  idea/concept	  when	  we	  studied…	  
This	  concept/idea	  is	  related	  to…	  
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After	  the	  reading,	  you	  may	  choose	  to	  have	  students	  give	  themselves	  and	  their	  partners	  
feedback	  on	  their	  language	  use	  with	  a	  checklist	  like	  this	  one	  by	  Anne	  Garbarino:	  	  
	  

Checklist	  for	  Clarifying	  Bookmark	  

FIRST	  PARAGRAPH	   SECOND	  PARAGRAPH	  
Partner	  A:	  ___________________	  
___	  Read	  paragraph	  aloud	  
___	  Chose	  one	  reading	  strategy	  and	  read	  it	  aloud	  
___	  Chose	  one	  sentence	  starter	  that	  matches	  the	  

reading	  strategy	  and	  read	  it	  aloud	  
___	  Finished	  the	  sentence	  starter	  with	  one	  or	  more	  

phrases	  and/or	  additional	  sentences.	  
	  

	  
Partner	  B	  
___	  Read	  paragraph	  aloud	  
___	  Chose	  one	  reading	  strategy	  and	  read	  it	  

aloud	  
___	  Chose	  one	  sentence	  starter	  that	  matches	  

the	  reading	  strategy	  and	  read	  it	  aloud	  
___	  Finished	  the	  sentence	  starter	  with	  one	  or	  

more	  phrases	  and/or	  additional	  
sentences.	  

	  
Partner	  B:	  ___________________	  
___	  Read	  paragraph	  silently	  
___	  Listened	  to	  partner	  
___	  Added	  own	  ideas/answered	  questions/gave	  

encouragement	  
	  

Partner	  A	  
___	  Read	  paragraph	  silently	  
___	  Listened	  to	  partner	  
___	  Added	  own	  ideas/answered	  

questions/gave	  encouragement	  
	  

	  
	  
4.	  	  Extending	  the	  Learning	  
	  
Sentence	  Maker	  
	  
Purpose:	  	  This	  cooperative	  learning	  strategy	  is	  an	  entertaining	  way	  for	  learners	  to	  review	  
information	  found	  in	  a	  text	  while	  they	  learn	  to	  construct	  sentences	  to	  ask	  and	  answer	  
questions	  (Stack	  &	  McCloskey,	  2008).	   	   	   	   	   	   	  	  
	  
Procedure:	  
1. Ask	  students	  to	  work	  in	  groups	  of	  four.	  Assign	  a	  character	  from	  the	  reading	  to	  each	  

group.	  Each	  group	  writes	  three	  questions	  they	  want	  to	  ask	  their	  character.	  	  	  	  
2. Ask	  one	  representative	  from	  each	  group	  to	  come	  to	  the	  front	  of	  the	  room.	  Students	  

stand	  in	  a	  line	  facing	  the	  class.	  	  
3. Invite	  a	  student	  from	  one	  of	  the	  groups	  to	  ask	  one	  of	  that	  group’s	  questions.	  If	  the	  

question	  is	  addressed	  to	  a	  character,	  remind	  the	  student	  to	  name	  the	  character.	  
4. Students	  in	  the	  front	  of	  the	  class	  answer	  the	  question	  in	  complete	  sentences,	  one	  

word	  at	  a	  time.	  	  (Especially	  at	  first,	  the	  group	  will	  need	  considerable	  modeling	  and	  
prompting	  from	  the	  teacher	  and	  other	  group	  members.	  	  

5. Continue	  until	  all	  questions	  are	  asked	  and	  answered.	  
	  
	  
Video:	  Scapegoats	  –	  A	  Discussion	  with	  Author	  Aranka	  Siegal	  
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